
THE SUN SUNDA
T

DECEMBEIt 15 1805

o

I

IN THE TITLES
j

JIY IlllKT HAHTi-

ncri ht >s tiu IJrtt llnrlr-

He had never teen a itctmbont In till life
Born and rented In one of tho Western Terri-

tories

¬

far from a navigable river tie had known
only the dug out or cnnoe as a means of con-

veyance
¬

across tho Bcnnt streams whose ford

ale wotcrsmadoeventhoscscarcelyanocosslly-
j
Ij tho lonir narrow booncd wagon drawn by-

tt swaying oxen known familiarly on a prairie
schooner In which ho Journeyed ncroii the

I plains to California In 33 did not help his
t conception by that nautical flKure And

When nt lost he dropped upon the land
of promise throuch ono of the Southern

I mountain posses he linltcd all uncon

fcioiiflly upon the low banks of a great yellow

rher amid 1 tangled brake of strange reed
like grasses thnt wore unknown to him Hie

j river broadening as It debouched through many
channels Into a lordly bay seemed to him the
ultima thule of his journeying Unjoklng his
oxen on the edge of tho luinrlant meadow-
which blended with scarcely nny line of riomar-

katlonI Into the great stream Itself ho found the
prospect cowl according to lilt lights and
prnlrlal experiences and converting hli halted
wagon Into n temporary cabin he resolved tc
ret hero and settle Thero was little dlffl-

cully In so doing The cultivated clear-

ings he had nasscd were few and far be-

tween the land would be hid by discov-

ery and occupation his habits of lone-

liness nr selfreliance madn him inde-

pendent neighbor He took his frt meal in
Ills new solitude under a spreading but

J to nenr his natural boundary that tho waters
Burgled and oozed In the reeds but a few feet
from him Tho Him dank deepening the gold of-

thoI river until It might have buon the stream of-

Poctnlus Itself Kut Martin Mono bad no Im-

agination
¬

ho was not even a gold seeker he
had elmpl obeyed the roving Inttlncts of the

man In coming hither Too land was
i virgin and unoccupied It was his ho wa
i lone These questions settled he smokehis
I pipe with less concern over his 3000 0lDS

transference of habitation than the man
i titles who had moved into 1 net street

When the sun sank he rolled himself la hit
blankets In the watron bed and went to sleep

Rut he was presently awakened by something
which nt first he could not determine t be a
nolle or an Intangible sensation H was a deep
throbbing through the silence of the night a
pulsation that seemed even to be communicate

the rude bed whereon ho lay As it cametnearer it separated Itself Into a labored monot¬

onous panting continuous but distinct from an
equally monotonous but fainter beating of tho
waters as If the whole track of the river wore
being coursed and trodden by a multitude of-

wlftly trumping feet A strange feeling took
r possession of him halt of tear bal of curious

expectation It was coming nearer He rosei leaped hurriedly tram tho wagon and ran tthe bank Tho night was dark At first he
law nothing before him but the steel block skv
pierced with farspaced irregularly scattered

f tars Then there seemed to bapproaching
him from the left another and more symmetri-
cal

¬

r constellation a few red and blue stars high
above the river with three comnact lines of

i
r larger planetary lights flashing toward biO

and apparently on his own level It was almost
upon biO ho Involuntarily drew back Athe
trange phenomenon swept abreast of where he

to and resolved Itself into a dark yet aIrwhose vagueness topped by enormous
towers was yet Illuminated by those open
squares of light that he had taken for stars but

l which he saw now wero brilliantly lit windows
Their vivid rays shot through the rees and
ent brabands across the meadow the sta-

tionary
¬

t 1 wagon and the slumbering oxen But
all this was nothing to the inner life they dis-

closed
¬

through lifted curtains and open blinds
which was the crowning revelation of this
trango and wonderful spectacle Elegantly
dressed men and women move through bril-
liantly

¬

lit and elaborately gilt In one
a banquet to be spread served by whitesomejacketed In another were men play-
Ingt cards around marbletopped tables in an¬

I other the light flashed back again from the
mirrors and glistening glasses and decanters of-

a gorgeous refreshment salon in smaller open-
Ingsi there was the shy disclosure of dainty
white curtains and velvet lounges of more in-

timate
¬

apartments Martin More stood en-

thralled
¬

and mystified It was as If some
Invisible Asmodeus had revealed to tbls

t simple frontier man a world of which he ha
I never dreamed It was the worldI

I which he knew nothing in his simple rustic
habitand profound Western isolation sweep-
Ing by him with the rush of an unknown planet

f In another moment it was gone a of
parks shot up from one of the towers and fell
all around biOand then vanished even as he re-

membered
¬

i the set piece of Fourth of July fire-

works
¬

had vanished in bis own rural town wheno be was a boy The darkness tel with it too

I But such was his utter absorption and utter
l breathless preoccupation that only a cold chill

recalled him to himself and he found he was
1 standing midleg deep in the surge oat over the

I
I low banks by this passage of the flrst steamboat

he ever Been I

ii I t He waited for it the next night when it ap-

peared
¬

i r I a little later from onposlte dir-

t
tion on its return trip He wathe it the next

I Bight and the next Hereafter never miset It coming or going whatever the hrd
g weary preoccupations of his new lonely

1 life He felt ha could not have slept without
t seeing It go by Oddly enough his Interest and

desiro did not BO further oven had ho the time
and money to spend in a passage on the boat

l and thus actively realize the great world of
which he had only these rare glimpses a certain

j proud rustic shyness kept him tom it It was
not his world he oould not tac the snubs

I that his Ignorance and Inexperience would hive
provoked and he was dimly consciousas 8many of us are in onr ignorance that in ming-

ling
¬

I witIt be would simply lose tho easy priv-
ileges

¬

alien criticism For there was much
f

I that he did not understand and some things
I that grated upon his lonely Independence

One night a lighter one than those previous
ho lingered a llttlo longer In the moonlight twatch the phosphorescent wake of the retreat

I

Ing boat Suddenly it struck him that there
I was a certain Irregular splahlnl in tho water

quite different from regular diagonally
t crossing surges that the boat swept upon the

bank Looking at it more Intently be saw a
black object turning in the water like a pr¬

poiseand thnn the unmistakable uplifting a
I

I black arm In aunskilful swimmers overhand
I stroke It was a struggling man But it was

I nulckly evident that the current was tostrong
I and the turbulence of the shallow water too

gicat for his efort Without a moments
hesitation as he was in only his
nhirt and trousen Morse strode into
tho reeds tho next moment and with a
cal of warning was swimming tinvonl the
now wlldly struggling figure But tom some
unknown reason an Morse approached him
nearer the man uttered enme Incoherent proI
test and desperately turned away tbrowlnl off
Morses extended arm Attributing only tofi

I I the vaguo convulsions of a drowning man
None a skilled swimmer manale to clutch
his shoulder and propelled 11m armslengl

till struggling apparently with re
luctance aIncapacity toward tie bank As

I their feet touched the red and slimy bottom
tho inunH resistance ceased and he lapsed quitI I listlessly In Morses arms Half lifting hqlf

I
dragging his burden he 6uecede at JustJ In

tl Battling tho strip of meadow depositedJthe
unconscious man beneath the willow troTJten-
ho ran this wagon for whiskey

r Hut to his surprise on his leturn the man woe
already sitting up end wringing the water from
his clolius He then saw fortho flrst time by tlie
clear moonlight that the stranger was elegantly

I dressed and of striking appearance and was
clearly I part of that bright and fascinating
world Morse lind been lontelllatnjln his sol-

itude
¬

Ho eagerly lok Ilrottl1 tin cuji
and drank the whiskey rose to his
feet staggered a fen slflu forward Inc glanced
curloucl around him at the uiotlonlesa Inlon
the few filled IreOand evidence of clearing

pI the ruilo
I-

f

rabln of lujs and lauvas Just b
I

ginning to rise from the lund a few paces dis ¬

tntand said Impatiently
the deylam IT

Morse He was unable tname the
locality of his dwelling He answered briefly

On the right bank of the Sarament
The stranger turned upon a nf sus-

picion
¬

not nnailngled with resentment OhI-

he said with Ironical gravity and I suppose

that the water you picked me out of was the
Sacramento River Thank yonl

Morse with slow Western patience eplaIne
that ho bod only settled there three ago

and the place had no name
M Whats your nearest town then t

Thar aint any Thats a blacksmiths shop

and a grocery at the cross roads twenty miles
on hut Its got no name as Ive herd on

Ilio strangers look of suspicion passed
Well he raid In an Imperative fashion which

however seemed as much the result of habit as
tho occasion I want a horse and pretty d d
quick too-

Haint got any
No horse How did you get t thl ddpl-

nce
Morse pointed this slumbering oxen
The stranger again stre curiously at him

After a pause he said wih a halfpltylng hal
humorous smi-eIlkearent OU

Whether Morse did or did not know that this
current California slang for a denizen of the
bucolic Wet Implied a certain contempt ho
replied simply

Im from Pike county Missouri
Well said the stranger resuming his Im ¬

patent manner you must beg or steal a bore
your neighbors

Thar aint any neighbor nearer than fifteen
miles

Then send fifteen miles dn IIII Btop Ho
opened bis still clinging shirt and drew ont a-

belpouch which he threw to Morse Them I

SSfiO In that NOv I wata horse Babe
Thar aint any ono said Morse

quietly
Do you mean to say you are all alone herYes
And you fished mo outal by yourself

The stranger again examined him curiously
Then ho snddenl stretcbe out his hand ana
grasped his

right If you cant send I reckon I can
manage to walk over there tomorrow

I WI gain on to soy said Morso simply
youll Ho by tonight Ill start over at

nun up after puttln out the cattle and fetch
yon back a bore afore noon

Thats Ho however remained
looking curiously at Morse Did you never
hear he said with a singular smile that It
was about the meanest kind of luck that could
happen to you to save Idrowning man t

No sold Morse simply I reckon it orter-
bo tho meanest If you didnt

That depends upon tho man you save said
the stranger the same ambiguous smile

and whether the savlnl him Is only putting
Look added with an lbthnilol to his Imperative style cant

glvo me snmo dry clothes
Morso brought htm a pair of overalls and a
hickory shirt well worn but smelling strong-

ly
¬

of a recent wash with coarse soap Tho
stranger put them on while his companion

dry
busied himsel In collecting a pie of sticks and

Vhats that for paid the stranger sud ¬

denly
A fire to dry your clothes

The stranger calmly klekethe pie aside
Not any flro I It bo said

brusquely Before More could resent bis
quickly changing he continued In an ¬

other tone drooping to an easy reclining posi-
tion

¬

beneath the tree Now tell mo all abutyourself and what yourdoing here
Thus commanded patiently repeated

bis story from the time he bad left his back ¬

woods cabin to his selection nf the river bank
for a location Ho pointed out the rich
quality of this alluvial bottom and Its adapt-
ability

¬

for tho raising of stock which he hoped
soon to acquire The stranger smiled grimly
raised himself to a sitting position and taking
a penknife tram his damp clothes Ulan to
clean his nails in the bright moonlight oc-
cupation

¬

which mode the simple Morse wander
vaguely In his narration

And you dont know that this dd hole
will glu jou chills and fever tillyoull shake
yourself out of jour boots

and
Morso

had ha lve before in aguish districts

And jou never her that some night the
whole river wi walk over you and
your cabin your stock

No for I reckon to move my shanty fur-
ther

¬

back
The man shut up his penknife with a click

and rose If youve not tget up at sunrise
wed better bo turning in I suppose you can
give me a pair of blanketMorse pointed wagon Thats a
shakodown in the wagon bed yon kin Ho
there Nevertheless he hesitated and with
tho Inconsequence and abruptness of a shy man
continued tho previous conversation

I shouldnt like to move far an ay for temsteamlnaU is powful kempuny o nights
never seed ono aforo I kom here and with the
Inconsistency of a reserved man and without
a word of further preliminary he launched
forth Into a confidential disclosure of his lato
experiences The stranger listened with 1sin ¬

gular Interest und a Quiet searching eye

Ten you were the boat very closly now when you saw me
did you see Anything beforo that before
sou saw me In the water

No tho boat had got well oft before I saw
you at all-

Ah said the stranger Well Im goingtturn In He walked to the wagon mounted
and by the time that Morse had reached It

with his wet clothe he was already wrapped
In the blankets A moment later ho seemed tbe in a profound slumber

It was only then when his West was lying
helplessly at his mere that to real-
ize

¬

his strange experiences Tho domination
of this man had been so complete that Morso
although by nature Independent and xelfre-
lant hod not permitted himself to question
its right or to resent his rudeness Ho had ac-

cented
¬

his guests careless or premeditated si-

lenco reitardlPK the rnrtlcularn of his accident
as a matter of OUI and hod nev or dreamed
of questioning That It was a natural ac-
cident

¬

of that groat world so apart from his
own experiences he did not doubt and thought
no more abut it The adv ent of tho man him
rvlt was to him than the causes which
brought him there Ha was as yet quite un ¬

conscious of tho complete fascination tills injs-
tcrlous stranger held over him but he found
himself shtlv nlcased with vsn thn fiHtrht In ¬

tcrest he had displayed lin Ihis affairsj and his
hand felt yet warm and tingling from his sud¬

den soft but expressive grasp as IIt had bela womans Thero Is n simple
friendship In some lonolj selfabstracted natures that is nearly akin to love at first sight
Even tho audacities and Insolence of this stran-
ger

¬

affected Morse as he might have bentouched And captivated by thn coquetries
perlousness of home bucolic virgin And this
reserved and shy frontier man found hlm8elthat nlgbt sleepless nnd hovering
abashed timidity and consciousness around
the wagon that sheltered his guest n If he had
ben a very Corjdon watching he moonlit

of some slumbrlnl Acjorj Ills
He was off dlylJhlatter having placed

a rude breakfast thu sti sleeping lestlnd before midday ho
with When he handed the strungor
Ills pouch less tho amount he hod paid for tho
horse the man sold curtly

Whats that tori
Your change I paid BO for the horse

The stranger regarded him with n peculiar
smile Tan replacing the pouch in his belt
he shook hand again and mounted the
horseSo your names Martin Morse Well
Koodby Morsey

cheek
Morse hesitated A blush rosdto his dark

caw
You didnt telme our name he said In

In case Im wanted Well you con niroe Capt Jack He smiled and noddlnz
head put spurs to his mustang and cantered
away

Morse did not do much work thnt day fall
Ing Into abstracted moods and living over his
experiences f thu previous night until ho fan-
cied

¬

he could almost sen his itrungo guest
Again The narrow strip of meadow wns haunt-
ed

¬

by him There wan the treu under which
he ha llrst placed him nnd thtt was where
lie seen him slttnj up II his dripping but
wellfitting rough gnrmeiits
he had worn nnd returned lingered n new
ecent of some delcal tonp overpowering the

alkali layor his own He was earlystrnl rh or llvlnl1vague hope he know
not why that houll again tec him and
recognize him the passengers He
was wulnl out among the reeds In the faint
light rising moon recoiling tho cxnct
spot where he had first seen the stranger when
ho was suddenly etnrtlrd by the rolling over
in the water of soino black object that had
euught against the hank hut hud been dis-
lodged

¬

by Ills movemcntx To his horror It bore
A faint resemblance to his tlrnt vision of the

night Kut a second dunce ut thoJireeedlng
I hair and bloated outllno-
shotted him10tnl was A ilcul mun and of a
type itiid build far different from his former
i ompanlon There was a bruise upon his matted
Yorqhcad and un enormous wourd in his throat
Already washed blOles3 white and waxen
iAn inexplicable ale upon him not at
the night of the corpse hu hnd ben In
Indian massacres and had rescued mu-
tllatud beyond recognition but from Mima
moral dread that strangely enough quickened
and deeptmed with thn furoff pnnt of thlII-
yallnl stenmbont Pcuriely klowl1the bixly hurriedly ionI draallli ulll In the letdu as If hu nun disposing
of Idem e of hlx own crime Then to hix-
prt >o> lerous terror lie noticed that the punting
ot the tcuinlxiat all Ihe hint of Its Ifuddle
vtfu slowing us the vague bulk cume In
fight I hugu wave from the suddenlylull bent a surge llkn an enormous
hcitrlbttut pulsutlng through thn pcduu tlmt
half submerged him Tie flanhlug of three

o

or four lantrrlns on deck nnd the motionless 11-

1nf lights abrciwt of him dnrrlcd his hit
ho knew that tho low fringe of willows hid ll
honso and wagon completely from view
vague murmur If voices from the deck was
suddenly overridden by n sharp order and to
his relief tho slowly revolving wheels 81Aln
sent a pul otlon through the water
great fabric slowly A ISO ofmoN Wlrelief came he not v hy nd
ho was conscious that for the first tluio ha had
not cared to look nt the boat

When tho mol roe ho again examined Iho
body and clothing n few article
of IdentltlcHtlon nnd some pap01 at f rmalit
and prorlslon which ho ngiicly conjectured I

b
to

some law papers from their I10

the phrasing of sheriffs and electors notlci
which he had seen In thn papers Ho the
burled tho corrwo In n shallow trench which ho
lug by the Unlit of thu moon He had 11

question of responsibility HlH pioneer tllIng had not Include coroners Inquests Iexperience In giving the body n 111
secure burial from predatory nnlirmls ho
what nuc frontier man would do for unotlici
what ho hoped might I1m cole for him If his

unaccountable returned oecf-

plonallv
previous

it was not frOI tfiat ut Illh1
from Rorno uneasiness roznnl lo hi 1110
guests possible fccllnc ixnd n regret Unit
had not been there nt the Uniting of tho ball >

That would In some way have explained bls
own nccldent ho did not dmlht

Thc did nut slow up the next night
hut I bAI as usual vet three or foul eMO
elapsed Iwforo he could look
coming with his old exlrnvagnit and hnlfex

which wits Ills nearest npproaclI1lllrlu1Ity He was theli able to exiimln
It more clo ely for the appenroncc of tho strnn-
ger whom ho now IKSOU tn call hIs friend1
In his verbal communions with himself bu
whom ho wciu defllned again to illsdlllotcover day to his nstoiiMimcnt i1
couple of lino horses wcro brought To his clear-
Ing iy a stock drover They had heel or-

dcrod to be left there In v all 1110 cxpostu
lated and questioned names Morse
aint IU sold tho drover with business brusque
no s and 1 reckon thernlnt no other mal
o that name nround herl No said

Well then thejro jours Hut who elt
them insisted Morfc What was hlntinmi
and where does be live t dont know e s-

ns
I

called upon to Ihl the pIIJre Imverx
wild tno drover IIs Mor-
gan ion kin bet jour life1 he Krlnneclnshi
rodo away

That Copt Jack sent them nnd that It nil1-

n natural prelude to his ngaln vlMting him
Morse did not doubt nml for n few ilaj R hi
lived in that dream Hut Cnpt Jaik did no
como The animals wero of grent seivlcu to
him In rounding up tho itock he now cnsll
took In for postumce and saved him tho ncies-
slty of Inn Inn 1 partner or 1 hired man UK
Idea that tills superior Irltemll In fine clothe
might appear to former rniinr
111 eeleven tlltted through his brain but he
hod rejected it with a sigh Hut tho Idea thai
with luck and Industry ho hhn511 might Ir
course of time approximate to 101 ks evl
dent station did our to him mid was m
Incentive to energy Yet It was quite dis-
tinct from tho ordinary worklnitinnni ambi-
tion of wealth nnd state It wa only that II
might moku him moro worthy of Ills friend
The prent world WHS still ao It had appeared tc
him In I passlne Ixiut a Ihnl to wonder ot-
to

¬
bo to IIolanllFor l prospered In his occupation

nut one day hoitwoke with INtless limbs nnd
feet that scarcely rurrkd him through hi
dolly labors At night his lltlesvnevielmiiKCd
to nctivo puln und a fevcrlshnets that seemed
to Impel him toward tho fBteful river as If his
one In life wns to rInk un Its waters andUII Its jcllow stnom Bui whenever ho
seemed to attempt it Mraiuc dreams iissalleil
him of dead bodies orMng with swollen and
distorted lips to touch his own us he trove to
drink or of his mjsterions guest Imttltng with
him in Its current and driving him ashore
Again when ho cayo to bathe his parched
and crackling Imhs Its Hood ho would IIw
confronted dorrllng lights of the mo
tlonle stcoiiilwutnnd tho gloro of stony eves

until ho fled In nlmless terror How long
this lasted ho kncw not until one morning ho
awoke in his now cubln with 1strange man sit-

ting
¬

by his lKc and H negress In tho doorway
Youvo n sharp ottork of tub fever

sold the stranger dropping Monos listless
wrist nnd answering his questioning eves
butyoure oil right now all will pull

through
Who ore you stammered Morse feebly
TJr Deuksl of Sncrnincnio
How ion como here
1 was ordered to comotojou and bring ft

nurse ns jou wero alone There she i Ho
pointed to tlio smlllnir nesress

Who ordered von
Tho doctor smiled with professional toler

nee Ono of jour friends course
Hnt what was his mime
Henllj I dont remember Hut dont dls

Irehs yourel Ho has settled rvcrjthlng
right You have onl to get stromr
now duty Is ended can safely leovo-
l

11
l ou tlin nurse Only when j on nro strong
igoln I Ray and hu sujs keep bock further
ttrail the river

And that wast all ho knew For even th-

inrKi who attended him through tho first dnvs-
jf his brief convalescence would tell him
nothing more He quickly tot rid of her nnd
resumed his work for Inew Rtrungo phase
if his simple childish direction lor his bene-
factor

¬

partly Bunerlndmed by his limes was
him Ho was beginning to feel the

mln tnt unequal friendship ho was dimly
lou that mjsterloUH guest was oalyol returning his hospitality and benefitscolly holding aloof from any association withwhieolid Indicating tho ImmeusuroblR distance

luit hall withheld any kind tuexsagu or 50rlltheUo he had kept hack even
lamu Ireelll rOll Ignorant heart of tlin-
rontlcrsmin bcnuath this fancied

slight which left him helpless alike of reproarli-
r lesenliucnt He could not return the

horses although in a fit of childish Indignation
tie bad resolved not to use tin m he could not
reimburse him for the doctors bill although
ho had sent nuoy the nurse Ho tok a foolish
utsfoctlon In not mov ing bark from the river

with I taint hope that hit Ignoring of Opt
lacks advice might mj sterloimly IK conveyed
to him Ho even thought ot selling out ¬

cation and abandoning It that be mlzht ccttpo
the cold surveillance of his hearties friend
All this was undoubtedly hildlshbut there

IIs an Irrepressible nlmpllcltj of jouth In oil
Jeep feellna and thn worldly inexperlence of
tha frontiersman left him HS Innocent ns a-

chid In this phase of his unrequited affection
went so far as to heek some news of

Capl Tack of Sacramento nnd following out
hlHi foolish quest oven to tko tho steamboat
from thence to Stockton

What happened to him then wos perhaps the
common experience of such natures Ono
upon the boat the Illusion of tho great world
It contained for him utterly anl hid He
Found It nolay formal iimlnccre and hod he
001 understood or used the word In Ills lim ¬

vocobularj vulgor Huther perhaps It
oeeme1 to him that the prevailing rentlmont
II ru don of those who frequented It and

whom It won built were of Iu lower grade
than his own And utrongily enough thlsgnvo
him none of his former bonso of orltlcnl su
nerlorlty but only of his utter ond complete
Iisolation Ho wandered In hla rough fron-
tiersmans

¬

clothes from deck to cabin from
ilry galleries to long balooim alone unchall-
enged

¬

unrecognled os If be wore again
Imunting It only In spirit as hu hall so often
lone In his dreams His nrcsi m o on the fringe
if some nluhll croud COIISBI no Interruption
to him sjHprh wis almost foreign In Its
illusions to things hu did not understand
ir weirdo seemed inconsistent w Ith tholr eager
nets nnd excitement How different from all
this was Kcolltctlon of thn slowly onco alng
teams uplifted nbovo the level liorlon of tho
plains In his old wanderings the row saun-
tering

¬

figures that met him as man to man
inil exchanged the rhronlcln of the roid tho
record of Indian tnuks thn finding of a
sprlnl thn discovery of pasturage with Itho

restful hospitality of tho nlgbt And
how fierce hero this continual struggle tor-

IlomlnllI and existence ci u In this of111nbovo all nnd through ho-
A os conscious of tho fevcrlsh haste of spcwl miljxertlon The bat trembled vlratcd nnd
shook with P of Iho ponderous pis-
ton

¬

Thn IIuKhtel of thn crowd tho exchange
if cosRlp news tho banquet nt tho long
table the newspitpers nnd hook In the reading
room cvxin th luxurious couches in tno state-
rooms

¬

were al dominated thrilled nnd vIIwtlng with pcrnctunl throb of tho delolhurl arid unrest And when nt 1fascination dlllet him lull tha engine
room nud ho HW cruel relentless ma-
jjlncrv at lie vecmcd to recognize nnd
understand some Intelligent but pitiless Moloch who was dragging this feverish at-
ts heels

Later ho was rated In a corner of the hurrlone deck uhrme ho tould view tho nionoto
nUUH bonks of tho river jet pcrlmps by certain
dgim unolwurvablo to others hu knew ho wits
tppronihlng his own locnlltv Ho know Hint
ilHcnbtn nnd elturlng would lie undlscernablo-
whlnd the filngu of willows on the bank hut

he already distinguished tho points vvhrra n-

uw cnttonwtods struggled Into I nroinunlory-
if lighter foliage Ixjond them lleio voices
felll upon hla ear and hu wu suddenly iiwaru
that tuo men had lazily crossed over from thu

otll sldn of thd houtiind wcro standing before
hrxm thu bonk

it it as awiutlieru1 1 reckon fold rne Hst
leolrl us If rcmtlnuinK it Previous lagging ion

creation that It must hntii Imppvmd Kor-
t WIH after wo were making for thu Und wevu
list passed tat thu dcputv golu to thutlLte-
oom JiiHt bclmv ui found the door 10lkltII1-thl window optui Hut Inith men 1iatd nud Seth Hall tlin Hherlt werent be-
oiind

I

Jcit a Unto of 01 Tho Ixmt UU-
Hivnrchrd but nil for llhlI The Ilclls Unit

Ihe Sheriff nrter
In the stateroom leltn oil Juckt hnlkutl-
sndlok1 Outdoor that Jack who
y Uiluil through the window into
the river und the Sheriff who wasnt a 1IIhlntsr him Others altmv for the
hlngs was al toseed about In thu stiiterooni

that tho men illnclieil tlmr und Jack
linked Hal and chucked him out ui then
illPiwd Into lhr vtnter blmulf For tlie-
ituterooui Whllnl was Jtiet nlietd of thu pad

dIl Lox In1 Capn allows that no man or
ncn full ufont tliu 111110 md llvu
Vnvliim that HUH nil tin i of It

And thrru wunt no tractof them found
aid tle mini aftir 1 long luuiv-

No Ule NIb tinn imddlvx would het
jut Hutched Vm nnd HIII r cm round al1-
1ruuld nil liurlul Vm > dnn In thu HUD

riter Ud with ull the ullt vf the curixutt1

atop of Vnn and ilfey mightnt come up f
ages or else tho wheels might hoyo wAltz
cm vvny nn to Sacramento unt I thar wnsn

enough left ot cm to float ond dropped en
when the boat stopped

It was n mighty fool risk for A man lko
Despnrd to lake rCumc1 tho second
as he lurne1 away Might Jown

jour life ho was drprote nndtli-
Hherlft hithod got sofe And they do so-

thnt ho wan superstitious Ilkn nil them Ilm
biers nnd allowed thot a mon who a t

dlo by n ropo or n tilstol wasnt to bwnshc
out o1 life by water

1 he two figures drifted Inrlly nwnj but Mor
sot rigid nnd motionless Vet strange to so-

onlyonn Idea como lo him clearly out of thl-

nvvfn rev elationtho thought that his frlen-
WHS still tiuo to him that hui elrnnlO
obsence nnd mysterious silence wns tll le
counted for and explained Ale with cam
the morn thrilling talc lan vvn

alive now to him Ho was tho cilf-

todlnn of his secret The morality oftlio quo
tlon wlille It Irrofoundly Ilslurbl him vvn

rather in refcroneo to Is upon tho
i hfitiuc of Cnpt Jock tho power It ROV

his piicmle than his own conscience II
would rather thnt hip friend should hnvoprov-
en tho proscribed outlaw who rctulncd an un
selfish interest In him than tho superior gen
tlemnn who tvns coldlj winning out his gratl
tude Ho thought IIP understood now the rensoi-
of his strange nnd > nryIIII0080n his blttct
superstitious probnbl
curse entailed upon himself for saving 1drowning Of this bo thought littleIllenough fancied thnt Cnpt Jacks ron
cern in his illness wus heightened bv that
fenr mid tldsrasMirance of his vrolUnlfriendship him with herwas no thrllo why ho should not nt OICe
go bock to his fnrm where nt leat Clpl
ack would alwnys find him nnd so-

returnlJg on thn nmu boat Ho wns now full
recovered from hi Illness and calmer In mind
he redoubled labors to put himtclf In i

position to help the tmstcrlous fugitive when
tho time should come The rcmdto fnrn
should alnavs 0n haven of rofugo for him
nnd In tills he forlxire to tako nny out
Mile help remaining solitary and alone thn-
Cnpt Jocks rctrcnl should bo Invlolnto Am-
fo tho long dry senson pissed tbo hoy wn
gathered thn posturing hells sent homo
nnd thu llrst rains dimpling shot tin
hrleenlnl surface of the river wero nil that

unending solitude In this enforlrattitude of waiting nnd cxpectnncy
exulted nnd strengthened by a new Idea
He waR not n religious man hut dimly re-

ineinbcrlng tho exbortotlons of some camp
meeting of his boyhood ho conceived tho Idea
that ho might have ben Sllcte to work out
the regeneration of What mlg1
not como of this meeting and communing to-

uuther In this lovely spoilI That anything wni
due to tho Injured representatives of the mildcrcd Sheriff whose bones were rotting
trench ho dally but unconernedly peldid pot occur to him Perhaps his
not largo enough for the don hie consideration
Friendship nnd love nnd for the mater of
that religion are eminently

Hut one night he nwnkcned with n start Hli-

Imud which was hnnglmr out of his hUlk wni
dabbling Idly In witter Hu had tc
spring to his middle In what seemed to be a
slowly filltni tank before the door fell In ns f rorr-
on Inward presence nnd his whole shonty col

n pack of cards But It fell outwardIIsedlksliding from over his leod like n with
clnivvn canopj and ho was wept from his feel
ngilnst It nnd thence out into what might hove
been Inothel world For the rain hud ceased
mid moon revealed only onovnst Illlm-
Inblu expanse of vtnter It was not nn overflow
but the whole rushing river magnified and re-

pented o million times which vei us bo gospeil
for breath nnd lung to tho I berllg
him nvtny lie Ilew not whither Hut vas
bearing him upon its centre for us he

cat ono aw 1ft glance toward his meadow H he
ROW the wero cov crod by the some swceplne
torrent dottexl1 with his sailing hayricks and
reaching to the woolle foothills It was the
jjrent floid of uwelnsplrlng com
jletene s It might hnv seemed to him the prim
etnl deluge

As his tri croft swept under a cottonwood
ho cnuglit I of thn ov crluinelng llmbinnd
work nls wuj desperately nlong the bough
ot IIra her u secure position In the fork of
the ho was for the moment safe
But the dev Ablution lew ed tram this height it as
only tho moro Illnlnl Every sign of his
clenrlng nil his pst years Indus-
try Imd disappeared He was conscious for
Hi llrst time of tho low Ing of the few cattle lehad kept os huddled together on 1 light
ncucu they ono by ono slipped over struggling
Into LIO 1103d The shining bodies of his dead
hortcH rolled by him nho gazed The lower
Ij IIIK limbs of the scamlrenear him w ere bend-
ing

¬

with the burden of the lighter articles from
hlsovertumcd wngonund cabin which tha hud
ought and retained and n rake was securely

lodged in ubouitb The habitual solitude of this
locality wns now strangely invaded by drifting
sheds agricultural Implements and fence roils
from unknown und remote neighbors and he
could hear the furcalling of gome un-

happy
¬flinty

tlrmel adrift upon a spar of his wrecked
lind shUerel house When day broke he wns-
rold hungry Haul passed lu hopeless
monotony with no or diminution of-

thu waters Even the drifts became less and n-

vncnnt pea ot lust spread before him on which
moved An awful silence impressednothlnj thn afternoon rain ngaln began to fall

nn this gnu nebulous expanse until the whole
world seemed made of aqueous vapor Ho had
but ono idea nowthe coming of the evening
mat und 1be would reserve his strength to sw hu-

to It Ho did not know until later thnt It ould-
no longcr follow tho old channel f the river
and passed far bo j ond his sight and hearing
With his disappointment nnd exposure that
nlch como n return of his old tevel Ills limbs

ere alternately racked with or benumbed
and lifeless Ho could scarcely retain bis posi-
tion

¬

At times ho scarcely cared to and specu-
lated

¬

upon ending his Buffering by a nulck-
ilunge downward In other moments of lucid
misery ho was conscious of having wandered In
his mind of having teen Uie dead face of the
murdered Sheriff washed out o the shallow
CTAVe bj the floor staring ot him from the
vtnter To this was added the hallucination of
noises He voices his own name called bjheara voice he Coot lacks

Suddenly he started hut in that fatal mo ¬

ment lost his balance and plunlO downward
Hit leforo the w otor close his head ho-

lind hud n cruel near him of it

Ilhtf the black hull of a tug notlashlnl of moving figures the sen-
sation

¬

of A sudden plunge following his own
the irrip of A strong hand upon his collar and
unconsciousness I When he came to be wns
being lifted In u boat from the tUI and rowed
through tho deserted strccti largo city
until he was token in through the second storv
window of a bul submerged hotel nnd rrelfor But all qutonlnl J leldexl only
tor motion that tUK1 privately procured
jne not helonllnl I >ubUc Relief Asso-
lutlon despatched for him with

special directions hv a man who acted is ono
if tho crow and who was the one who Iluulungcd In for him ut the lost moment
man hud left tho bat nt Stockton There was
nothing more had left n letterYeIIoMorso seized It It wos a tow lines

Wo are quits now You are all right I
unvo Hated jou from drotvnlng and shifted the
wire
Jack

to my owshoulders Ooodby Cap

lite astounded man attempted to rise to
alter on explanation but fell unconscious

Weeks passed beforo ho wns itbln to leave his
bed nnd then only os nn Impoverished und
iliyeiicrilly shattered man Ho hod no means to

rl lock tho farm left bare hy tho ub8ldlnS
wuter A kindly train packer
situation as muleteer In a pack train going
o tho mountains forh knew tracks and

Dnsbcs and could ride The mountains gave
him back a little of the hml hu had lost in
the river valley but none its diearns ond-
tmbltlons Ono dny while trucking 1 lot
uule ho stopped to slake his thirst in a
wiier hole nil that the summer had lofof n

mountain torrent Jnllrllnl hole
10 gltn drink to his beast S oblUed
to dislodge nnd throw out with the red 801some bits of honey comb rock which
jueor looking anl so heavy as to attract his
mention the largest ho took back to-

nmp with him They were gold from tho-
oulltyhe took out A fortune Nobody won

lered To the Callfornluns superstition It
WI perfectly natural It wns nigger luck

luc k of tho ignorant the Inexperienced the
lonscoker the irony of thu

Hit the simple bucolic nature thnt bad SUR

Itself against temptation with putlent In
lustry aucuumhudUllllolellolfcoulenlrltlnto thatBllulrd welilhinn day of exel0161tlolnlpcndtbrlftH and 10elf on the outskirts of u llll1 mounlallown An Iagel frantlo u-

lemhlcd n desperado wns t<bo Ijnchcd
Uniting Jils wuy through the crowd for I near

or vlvw of thu exciting spectacle tho changed
md reckless Mnrfo was stopped hv armed mi n-

inly at tho foot of n cart w lilch upheld IqulutI
Ictcrmlntd man who with n ropu uround his
ieck vtiiH scornfully nryelnS the mob win

heM the other end of tb llwn across tbo-
linlt or u titu above rlp oyel of the

loomed man cuught thopo of his ex
ircsMon chanced I klndlv snillo lit hla fnco
10 bowed his proud brad for the first time
tlth un easy 10stlf of lurewelAnd then throw himself
iiwn thet neurnht armed1 guard nnd A flercn strug-
lo began Hu had 1erpowre1 his adversary

mil 17ldl hopeless Iliih-
tottird curt when the half iistonlPhed-
totrd felt thnt something must bo done It
tos with n sharp report the upward curl

ot cone and thu holding hack of the guuidI-
H MOIu ntugkcrod forwurd frut with A bu-
ilt

¬

In hi heart Yet then he did not rIIOclmill hu readied the 1lrl wtun hu litpsid
tnnl dund with nls anus 11llrthec and his

held upon thu doomed
vtoa something W supreme nnd nil

Hitverful In this hopeless net of devotion thnt-
he huttit of the multitude thrilled anl the-

nrlolellhlst at Its woik and u word
IPbluro from thu doomed man himself

night set him free Hut they avand-
It la crcilllily recordedthat UK apt lack lesPlllllIc dlwl upon the hopdcSH m < r I

blnrvl andliullung upon thu-
rottd it cnr rso awful and sweeping thnt-
mrdcned us they were tliHr blood run cold

Ir else Kiped furiously to their berks And
iowhc tnld tooly tightening tlin rope around

hlo neck with a JerK of hlx head go on auclbu
d d to Jon Im readyTiny1 diil not this time And Mar-

Inl Morse dud Cult Ju k Dtspurd were burled
11 the tiimu lao

4

The Mistress of the Mine
Oil

A WOMAN INTERVENES

By HOBEIIT BAKII

Anther of The F cesnd the Mask In the Mldttot

Alarm 40

CraM I blt totarf Parr

CHAPTER XXI
When Oeorgo Wentvvorth received this

messARo he rend it several times over before
Its full meaning dawned upon him Then he
paced up and down his rom and Kavo way this iccllngft His beet ft lends who had been
privileged to hear leorgofi vocabulary when
he wns rnthor angry admitted that tho young
man had a fluency of expression which was

ery much more torso than proper When
the real significance of tho despatch became
apparent to htm Gcorgo outdid himself In

this particular lino Then ho realized that
however consolatoryI such language Is to a-

very angry man it does llttlo good In any prnc-

flrjil M V Hn tinned silently un nnd down

tho room wondering what he could do nn-

tho more ho wondered the less light ho SA

through tho fog Ho put on his hat and wei
into tho other room

Henry he said to his partner do yo

know anjbody who would lend mo 20000
Henry laughed Tho idcn of anybody Ion

ing that sum of money except on tho ei
best reciirlty was In itself extremely comli-

Do you wont it todoy ho said
Yes I wont It today
Well I dont know uny better plan than tt-

go out into the street and nek every m-

if ho has that sum about him You ore cc-

itain to meet men who havo very much moi-

tluvn i 0000 und perhaps ono of th sm struc-
by jour very sane nppc rnnco tit tho momcnl
might hand over tho sum to jou I thinl
however George thot you would bo morosui-
cessful if you met the capitalist in n seclude
lane some dark night and hurt good relit
bio club in jour hand t

You arc right sold George Of courst
there is Just as much possibility of my read-
ing tbo moon as getting that sum of monc-

on short notice
Yes or on lone notice cither I Imagine

know plenty of men who have the money bu-

I wouldnt undertake to ask them for It an-

I dont believe jou would Still there
nothing like trying He who tries may sue

ceod but no one can succeed who doesnt trj
Why not go to old Longvvorth Ho could le

you have tho money In n moment if he want-

ed to do so Ho knows you Whats you
security what nro jou going to do with it
that eternal Mine of yours

Yes thnt eternal Mine I want It to 6
mine Thnt is why I need the JESOOOO

Well George I dont see much hope fo
you You never spoke to old Loiifvvorth abou-

it did yon Ho wasnt one of tho men yoi

intended to get into this company
No he was not I wish ho had been H

would hav o treated us better than his rascall
nephew has done

Ah that immaculate young man has beei-

ploying you tricks hns he-

Ho has plajod me ono trick which i

enough
Well why dont you BO and see the old mai-

nnd lay tho cnso before him He treats thff
nephew nf It ho were his son Now n man wil-

do a great deal for his son and perhaps oh-

Longnorth mlfiht do tomething for hi
nephew

Yes bnt I should hnvo to explain to him tha
his nephew is a scoundrel

Very well that is Juat the kind of explano-

tlon to brine the 20000 If his nephew reall-
is a scoundrel and jou can prove it you coult
not wont a better level than that on the olc

mans money bags
By Jove said Wentvvorth I believe

shall try it I wnnt to lot him know anyhow
what sort of man his nephew is Ill go one

si him
I would wvid the other turning to hli

work And so George Wentworth puttlni
the cablegram In his pocket went to see oil
Mr Longworth In o frame of mind in which
no man should see hla fellow man Hu did noi
wait to be annonnced but walked to the oston-
ishment of thn clerk straight through into Mr-

LongworthH room He found the old mat
seated at his desk

Good doy Mr Wentworth said the finan-

cier cordially
Good day replied George curtly I have

come to read a cabin despatch to you or to Inl

you read it He threw the despatch down be-

fore tho old gentleman who adjusted his spec-

tacles and rend it Then he looked up enquir-
ingly nt Wentworth

You dont understand it do you said
the latter

I confess I do not The Ix nctvorth In thl
telegram does not refer to me does It-

No it does not rufor to you but it refers to
one of jour house Your nephew William
Longworth is n scoundrel

Ah ctld tho old man placing the de-

spatch
¬

on the desk again and removing his
glasses H ove you come to tell me that

Yes I hav e Did you know it before
No I did not Answered tho old gentleman

his color rising and I do not know It now I
know you say so and I think very likely you
will bo glad to take Iwick what jou have said
I will nt least give jou tho opportunity

So far from taking it back Mr Longworth-
I shall prove it Your nephew formed A part-
nership

¬

with my friend Ken j on nnd invsclf-
to float on the London market o certain Cana-

dian
¬

mine
My dcnr sir broke In thn old gentleman

I havo no desire to hear of ray nephews prl-

vnto speculations I have nothing to do with
them I havo nothing to do with your mine
Tho matter Is of 10 Interest whatever to me
and I must decline to hear anything about It

You are also If jou will excuse my saying so
not in A nt state of temper to talk to any gen-

tleman
¬

If you like to come bock hero when
jou are calmer I shall bu very pleased to
listen to wh tt jou have to so-

I shall never bo calmer on this subject I-

bavo told you that your nephew IB A scoundrel
You are pleased to deny thu a sensation

I do not deny It I merely said I did not
know it wits the cube nnd I do not believe It

that Is All-

Very well thn moment I begin to show jou
proof that things are us I say

Mydenr idr cried tlio elder man with
some heit you nro not shotting proof You
are merely making assertions nnd assertions
ibout n man who U absent who Is not here-
to defend himself If jou have nnjthlng to
say nisalnst William Lonfvvurth come nnd say
It when he In hero nnd ho shall answer for
lilmsclf It Is cowardly of jou und ungenerous
to me to make n number of accusations which
I am In no tvibu ublo to refute

Will > ou llstnn to what I have to caj-
No 1 will not
Then by God jou nhnll and with tlmt

Wont worth strode to tho door nnd turned thu
key vthllo tho old man rose from his seat OIK
Faced him

Do you mean to threaten mo sir In my own

jfflcuI
mean tn toy Mr LonRvtorth 11 At I Imvn-

nade A stnUmcnt which I AUI ruins to protu-
ojnu I mean that jou shall listen I o me nnd-
Isten to mo noir

And 1 fay If jon Imvc an > lhlni to charge
tgulnst my nephew tome nnd sas it when he

here
When he Is here Mr Longworth it will

w too Into to say it ut present jou can repair
he Injury he lins done When he returns to-

Kngluml jou cannot do so no mitlcr how much
iou might wish to niako thu attempt

Thu old mun stood Irrcrolutu for it moment
lien hu tnt down In hU chair again

Very will he Fuid with a Mgh I am
lot so lomlatlvu its I omo was in nn nth
four story

My story Is very fhort suld Wentworth
It simply amounts tothia You know four

I

nephew formed a partnership with n m re-

lation

¬

to the Canadian mln-

I know nothlnt about 1 I tell yon an-

swcrcd Mr 1ongworth
Very well yon know it now
I know jou say so-

Do jou doubt my word
I will tell you more about thnt when I

bear what jon havo to soy Go on
Well your nephew pretending to Aid us-

In forming this company illil overythlnR to
retard our progress He engaged ofllccs tlmt
took n long time to fit tip nnd which wo hnd-

at last to take In hand ourselves Then ho
left for a week leaving us no address nnd
refusing to Answer the letters I sent to his
office for him On one pretext or another tho
forming of tho company WAS delayed until
At length when the option by which Mr Ken
yon held tho mine had only a month to run
your nephew went to America In company
with Mr Melville ostensibly to sco and report
upon tho propertj After waiting a certain
length of time nnd lienrlnn nothing from him
ho had proml ed to coble us Kcnyou went to

America to get A renewal of tho option This
cablegram explains his succn s Ho finds on-

going there that rour nephew has secured
tho option of tho mine < hi turn name And
AS Kenyan says w are cheated Nqw have
you any doubt whether your nephew Is a scoun¬

drel or not
Mr Longworth mused for A few moments o

what tho vounc mnn had told him
If what you soj in exactly true there Is n

doubt William has been guilty of A piece c

very sharp practice
Slmrp practice cried the other yo

might tto well coll robbery sharp practice I

My dear sir I have listened to you no-

I ask jou to listen to mo If as I Bay trhn
you havo stated Is true my nephew hoi don
something which I think nn honorable ma
would not do bnt as to tlmt I cannot Judg
until I hear his side of tho story It may pc-
A different complexion on the matter And
have no doubt It mill but even granting jou
version Is true In every particular what hav-
I to do with It I run not responsible for ra
nephews actions He has entered into a busl
ness connection It seems with two jouni
men and has outwitted them Thnt is prot
ably what tho world would soy about it Pet
haps as you fay he has been guilty of some-
thing worse and has cheated his partners
Hut oven admitting everything to be true
do not see how I am responsible in any way1

Legally you ore not morally I think yoi-

nre
Why
If he were your son
Kut he is not my son he Is my nephew
If your son had committed a theft woult

you not do everything In your power to coun-
teroct tho evil ho hod done

I might and I might not Some father
pay their sons debts others do not I canno
say what action I should take in a purely sup
posltltlous case

Very wnll all I have to say is our optloi
runs out in two or three days Twenty thous-
and pounds will secure tlie mine for us
want that 20000 before the option ceases

And do you expect roe to pay you 30001
for this

Yes I do
Old Mr Longworth leaned back in his of

flee chair and looked at the young man It
amazement

To think that you a man of the cltywouk
come to me another man of the city will
such an absurd idea in your head is simpl
grotesque

Then the name of the Longworths li

nothing to yon the good name I mean
The good namo of the Longworths my deal

sir is everything to me but I think it will b-

Ablo to take care of Itself without any assist-
ance from you

There was silence for n few moments Ther
Wentworth said in a voice of suppressed An-
gulsh l thought Mr Longworth one ol
your fnrally was a scoundrel I now wish U
nay I believe the epithet covers unclo as well
aa nephew You have hod A chonoo to repali
the mischief one of your family has done You
have answered me with contempt You have
not shown mo tho slightest indication of wish-
ing to make amends

He unlocked the door
Come now sold old Mr Longworth ris-

ing that will do that will de Mr Went-
worth Then he pressed an electrlo bell
and when the clerk appeared he sold Show
this young gentleman the door please and if-

he ever calls here again do not admit him
And EO Wentworth clenching his hands

with rage was shown to the door He hod the
rest of thu day to ponder on tho fact that angry
man seldom accomplishes his purpose

CHAPTER XXII
The stormy interview with Wentworth dis-

turbed
¬

the usual serenity of Mr Lousworths
temper Ho went homo earlier than was cus-
tomary

¬

with him that night and the more ho
thought over the attack the more unjustifia-
ble

¬

It seemed He wondered what his nephew
had been at nnd tried to remember what
Wentworth had charged against him He
could not recollect the angrier portion of the
interview having as It wore blotted the
charges from his mind There remained how-
ever

¬

a very bitter resentment against Went-
worth

¬

Mr Longworth searched his conscience
to see If lie could be In the least to blame but
he found nothing in the recollection of his
dealings with the youn men to Justify him
In feeling at all responsible for the disaster
that hnd ov ertakcn them He read his fsvorlte
evening paper with less than his usual inter-
est

¬

for every now and then tho episode in his
office would crop up In his mind Finally ho
sold shnrply

Edith
Yes father answered his daughter
You remember n person named Wentworth

whom j on had here the ev enlng William went
awaj

Yes father
Very well Never Invite him to this housa

again
Wlmt hns ho been doing asked the young

woman In a rather tremulous voice
I desire you also never to nsk any one con-

nected
¬

with him that mnn Kenyon for in-

stance
¬

continued her father Ignoring her
question

I thought she answered that Mr Ken
jon was not In this country nt present

He is not but he will bo back again I sup-
pose

¬

At any rule I wish to havu nothing
more to do with those people You understand
OinU

Yes rather
Mr Lonxworth went on with his reading

Edith saw tnat her father v as Kieatly dls-
urhetl nnd she much desired to know what the

reason was but knutv enough of human naturu-
to bulleve that in a very short time he would
relluvn her nnslety Ho ngnln appeared to bo
trying to 11 x his attention on tho utici Then
hu threw It down and turned toward her

Thnt mun Wenlwortli ho fold bitterly
behaved today in a iiu at unjuetltlnblo man-

ner
¬

tome H bccms that William nnd lie and
Ken j nn embarked In some mine project I
knew nothlni of their doings nnd was not
even consulted vUth icgard to them Now
It appears William has gone to America and
dope romethlni Wentworth considers wrong
Wt nUtorth came to me and deiuundcd 20000f-

lu1 111111 piipoxtctous thing ever heard of
Mild 1 owed It lodcor the good immu of Long
worth as If thu good name were dependent
un him or an > onn like him I turned him
out of the ufilio-

Ktllth dlil not answer for u few moment1-
tthllv lcr fUher cave expression to hU Indie-
nutlon by vurlous ejaculations that noed not
lie IICTB recorded

Did he eaj shit spoke ut Icnstl in
what way William lied dunewjnng-

II do nut remember now just what lie faltl
know I told him to rmnn lualn when mj

nephew wits present nnd then mnko hU
harped ucalnst him If lie wiintrd to do KU

Sot that I admitted I had on thing to do v Ith
he matter nt ell hut I nimplj refund to Us

Lcn to charies afalnst an Htuont limn I
paid no attention to them J

That certainly TVAS reasonable replied
Edith What did ho iwy to it-

Oh ho Abused inc mid nbused William
and went on nt a dreadful rato until I wa
obliged to order him out of th office

Hut what did ho sny nliotit mectlnc Wll
Ham nt your nfllcn And ninklng tho charge
against him then

Wlmt did he wiy I dont rcmemlicr Oh-

jes he sold It would bn too Intn then that
they hnd only n few ilnvs to do wlmt buMno-
sthny hnvo to do and thnt Is whj ho modo the
demand for 0000 It was to repair th
harm whatever tho hnriu wns William had
done T look on it simplj ns omo lilAckmatU-

Ing scheme of his nnd I am nstonl hed thnt a-

mnn Ielunclnit to n good it houso ns ho doci
should try thnt gamo with me I shall spcnk to
the elder pArtner About it tomorrow and if h
does not mnke the joting man npologlzo In th
moet Abject innnner he will be the loser by It-

I can tell him that
I would think no moro About It father If-

I wero > ou Do not let it trouble jou-
Oh it doesnt trouble mo but young men

nonndavR seem to think they can say any-

thing
¬

to their cldprs-
I mean sho continued that I mjuld not

go to his partner for A dny or two Walt und
see vt hat happens I IIAVO no doubt when h
thinks over the matter ho will bo thoroughly
ashamed of himself

Well I hope BO

Then lvo him the chance of being ashamed
of himself nnd tako no steps In the matter

Edith very nhortl j nfterwnrd went to hor own
room And there clasping her hands behind her
sho walked up And down thinking with a verr
troubled heart on what she had heard Her

lew of tbo mutter was very different from that
of her father She felt certain somethlns-
wronc had been done by her cousin For a-

long tlmo she had distrusted his supposed
irlcndshlpfor the two joungmon and nowsh
pictured to herself John Kenyon In thn wild
of Canada helpless nnd despondent becauco-
of tho great wrong that had been dono him
It was far into tho night when she retired nnd-
It wus early next mornlnp vt hen sho arose Her
father was blight nnd cheerful at breakfast
And had evidently forgotten All about tho tin
pleasant Incident of tho dny before A good
nlahts sleep hnd ernccd It from his memory
Edith was glnd of this sho did not men
tlon tho Riibjcct After ho hod gone toth
city the joung woman prepared to follow him
bho did not take her carriage but hailed a bun
pom and pnvo the driver the number of Went
worths ofllccs Ihnt JOUIIR mnn was evidently
Bomewhnt surprised to sco her Ho had been
trying to write to Kenyon some Account of hU
interview with old M Longworth And sornj
how after ho had finished ho thought John
Ken j on would not at nil approve of his zeal so-

hndjiisttorn the lotterup
Take this chair ho saidwheeling nn arm-

chair Into position It IB tho only comfortable
jne wo have In the room

Comfort does not matter Bald Miss Long
worth I came to ECO you about the mica
mino Whut bos my cousin done

How do jou know he hns dono anything
That does not matter I know Tell me aa

quickly as ou tan what ho has dono-
It is not a pleasant story to tell ho said

to it joung ladv nlxjut lie of her relatives
Never mind that Tell mo
Very vvell ho has dono this Ho has pre-

tended
¬

he was our friend and protended hi
wax going to nld us in forming this company
He has dclajed us by every moans in his power
until the option has nearly expired Then ht
has gone to Canada ond secured for himself
nnd A man named Melville the option of the
mine when John Kenjons tlmo Is up Thnt-
Is to say At 12 oclock tomorrow when Ken
j ons option expires j onr cousin will pay tho-
monejAnd will own the mine after wnioh-
of course Kenyon And myself will bo out of-

it I dont mind the lo = a at All I would jzlfu-
lly give Kenyon my shnro but for John it 1

A terrible blow Ho hod counted on tho money
to pay debts of honor which hn owes to his
father for his education He calls them debts
of honor they arn not debts of honor in the
ordinary pense of the word Theefore It
seemed to me a terrible thingthat that here
he paused and did not go on He SAW there
were tetrs in tho eyes of the girl to whom ho
was talking

It is brutal ho sold to tell yon all this
You ore not to blame for It and neither is your
father although I spoko to him in a heated
manner ycstordnj

When did you sny the option expires
At 12 oclock tomorrow
How much Is required to buy the mine
Twenty thousand pounds
Can monev be sent to Canada by cable
Yes I think o-
oArent you quite sure
No I am not It can be sent by telegraph

in this country ond in America
How long ttill it take you to find out
Only A few moments
Very well where is Mr Kenyon now
Kenyon is in Ottawa I had n cablegram

from him jesterday
Then will you write a cablegram that can be-

sentawuy at onco asking him to wait at the
telegruph olllcc until ho gets A further mes-
sage

¬

from you
Yes I can but what pood will it do
Never mind what good it will do perhaps It

will do no good I am going to try to make ll-
of gome good Meanwhile remember If I
succeed John Kcnjon must never know the
particulars of this transaction

Ho never shall If iou say so-

I say so Now it is six hours earlier here
than it Is In Canada is it not

About that length of tlmo I think
Very well lose no time in getting the cable

message funt to him and toll him to answer BO
that wo shnll bo sure ho is at the other end of-
tho wire Then lind out about the cabling of-
tho money I shall be back here I think about
the some time vou ore

With that she left the office and getting into
her cob waa driven to her fathers onlce

Well mj girl sold the old man shoving
his spectacles u p on his brow and gazing at-
herwhot is it now some new extravagance

Yes father some new extravagance His
daughter was evidently zclted and her breath
came quickly She closed the door and took a
chair opposite her father

Father she sold I have been your busi-
ness

¬
man as j ou call mo now for a long time

Yes jou have Are you going to strike
for an Increase In salary

Father she said earnestly not heeding
tho Jocularity of his tone this Is very serU-
ous I want yon to give me some money for-
m > self to speculate with

1 w 111 do that very gladly How much do ron
want Tho old man turned his chair round
and pulled out his check book

I want 30000 sho answered
Mr Longworth wheeled quickly round oq

her and looked at her in Astonishment Thir-
ty

¬

thousand whutS
Thirty thousand pounds father and I rant

It now nnd I want It in cosh-
My dear iirl ho expostulated have you

any idea how much 30000 is Do you know
that > 0000 is a fortune

Yes I knpw tlmt-
Do you know that there Is not one in twenty

of the richest merchants who could at tmoments notice produce 30000 In ready
money

Yes I suppose that is true Have you not
tho reodj money

Yea 1 have the money I can draw a
check for that amount and it will bo honored
at once but I cannot give you so much money
without knowing w hat you aro golnc to do-
tvlth It-

And suppose father you do not approve of
what 1 am uoing to do with it

All the more reason my dear that I
should know

Then father I suppose you mean thnt what
over services I have rendered you whatever
sornfort I havo given jou vvhut I have been to
you is not worth iHUOno

You ulioiildut talk like thnt daughter
everything I Jmve Is jours or will be when Ilie It in for jou I work It isforyou I ao
njraulntet nioncj You vUH have evorythlng Ijwn moment I lay down mj work

rather cried thu joung tlrl standlni up
beforo him I do not vi nut your money when
tou dlo I do not want jou to dlo AH sou verr-
it ell know but I do want 80000 today ana
now I want it morn than I ever wanted any¬
thing elso beforo In my life o ever shall again
Will jou give It to me

No 1 vtlll not unless jou tell mo what you
ui col nit to do it Ith It

Thfii futhur jou ciiu leave jour money to-
rour nephew vvlien jou die 1 shall never touch
t penny of It I now bid sou M odby I willo out Horn this nnd earn my living

With tlmt thn > ounu unman turned to go
jut her father with A ttprlglitllneHS onn would
nit Into expected from his scars sprang tohe door und looked at her with alarm

Kdltli mv child jou never talked to maIko this before In jour life Whut Is wrong
ivlth vru

Nothing father except that I want a checkor iKiooo and want It nun
Ami do jou menu to sny that you will leaveno If I do not idle It to jourlinte jou ett r bioleu jour word fatherNever my child thut I kiow of
I hen remember 1 rm jour daughter

kill I I I

or
Very vVellfnthir I will mil sou what It iwhen jou u k mu 1 would advise jou

lute sou no trust In my judk umntf1-
iiirliWell jim know I Imtciit faith iiiniouimnni JiulKmi il lii lliu nutter of lnvetin-

Ami

noney
Ti net mitills thnf father I linl never aukon for nn > nircThu old man vtciil slowly to his detk ttrotjiul u clici k nnd handed It to lib daughter Utas lor juoooo
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